
US HISTORY KEY VOCABULARY WORDS  

Unit 1 
Standard 1 
1. Mercantilism 
2. Trans-Atlantic Trade 
3. Southern Colonies 
4. New England Colonies 
5. Mid-Atlantic Colonies 
 
Standard 2 
6. Cultural diversity 
7. Ethnic groups (in colonies) 
8. Religious groups (in colonies) 
9. Middle Passage 
10. Architecture (from Africa) 
11. Agriculture/Foodways (from 

Africa) 
12. Colonial self-governance 
13. Salutary Neglect 
14. Great Awakening 
15. Traditional Authority 
 
Unit 2 
Standard 3 
16. French and Indian War 
17. Treaty of Paris (1763) 
18. American Revolution 
19. Proclamation of 1763 
20. Stamp Act 
21. Intolerable Acts 
22. Sons/Daughters of Liberty 
23. Committees of Correspondence 
24. Thomas Paine 
25. Common Sense 
 
Standard 4 
26. Diplomatic/Diplomacy 
27. Declaration of Independence 
28. Thomas Jefferson 
29. Committee of Five 
30. French Alliance 
31. Benjamin Franklin 
32. John Adams 
33. George Washington 
34. Baron von Stueben 
35. Marquis de Lafayette 
36. Valley Forge 
37. Professional military 
38. Battle of Trenton 
39. Saratoga 
40. Yorktown 
41. Treaty of Paris (1783) 
 
Unit 3 
Standard 5 
42. Adoption 
43. Congress 
44. Implementation 
45. Constitution 
46. Articles of Confederation 
47. Land Ordinance of 1785 
48. Northwest Ordinance of 1787 
49. Shay’s Rebellion 

50. Stronger central government 
51. Great Compromise 
52. Limited government 
53. Three-Fifths Compromise 
54. House of Representatives 
55. Senate 
56. Federalists 
57. Anti-Federalists 
58. Ratification 
59. The Federalist Papers  
60. Alexander Hamilton 
61. James Madison 
62. Bill of Rights 
 
Standard 6 
63. Precedents 
64. John Adams 
65. Sedition Act 
66. Election of 1800 
67. Thomas Jefferson 
68. Louisiana Territory 
69. Lewis and Cark 
70. James Madison 
71. War of 1812 
72. National Identity 
73. James Monroe 
74. Monroe Doctrine 
 
Standard 7 
75. Age of Jackson 
76. Jacksonian Democracy 
77. Democratic-Republicans 
78. Expanding suffrage 
79. Nullification Crisis 
80. States’ Rights 
81. Indian Removal Act 
82. Henry Clay 
83. American System 
84. 2nd Great Awakening 
85. Social reform movements 
86. Temperance 
87. Public education reform 
88. Fight for women’s suffrage 
89. Slave rebellions/Nat Turner’s 
90. Abolitionism 
91. Frederick Douglass 
 
Unit 4 
Standard 8 
92. Missouri Compromise 
93. Admission of free states 
94. Louisiana Territory 
95. James K. Polk 
96. Manifest Destiny 
97. Annexation of Texas 
98. Oregon Territory 
99. Mexican War 
100. Mexican secession of land to US 
101. Sectionalism 
102. Compromise of 1850 
103. Kansas-Nebraska Act 
104. Failure of popular sovereignty 

105. Scott v. Sanford 
106. John Brown 
107. Raid on Harper’s Ferry 
108. Election of 1860 
 
Standard 9 
109. Civil War 
110. North-South disparity 
111. Union 
112. Confederacy/Confederate 
113. Emergency powers 
114. Abraham Lincoln 
115. Suspension of habeas corpus 
116. Emancipation Proclamation 
117. Gettysburg Address 
118. Lincoln’s 2nd Inaugural Address 
119. Ulysses S. Grant 
120. Robert E. Lee 
121. Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson 
122. William T. Sherman 
123. Jefferson Davis 
124. Fort Sumter 
125. Antietam 
126. Vicksburg 
127. Gettysburg 
128. Battle of Atlanta 
129. March to the Sea 
 
Standard 10 
130. Reconstruction 
131. Presidential Reconstruction 
132. Congressional Reconstruction 
133. Lincoln’s assassination 
134. Johnson’s impeachment 
135. Freedman’s Bureau 
136. 13th Amendment 
137. 14th Amendment 
138. 15th Amendment 
139. Black Codes 
140. Ku Klux Klan 
141. Election of 1876 
142. Rutherford B. Hayes 
143. Samuel Tilden 
 
Unit 5 
Standard 11 
144. Big Business 
145. Labor Unions 
146. Innovation 
147. Railroads 
148. John D. Rockefeller 
149. Andrew Carnegie 
150. Trusts 
151. Monopolies 
152. Infrastructure 
153. Telegraph 
154. Telephone 
155. Electric light bulb 
156. Ellis Island 
157. Angel Island 
158. Immigrant origin change 
159. Labor Union 
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160. Labor Strikes 
161. American Federation of Labor 
 
Standard 12 
162. Plains Indians 
163. Manifest Destiny 
164. Transcontinental Railroad 
165. Immigrant labor 
166. Farming and ranching 

innovations 
167. Indian Wars 
168. Reservations 
 
Standard 13 
169. Progressive Era 
170. Muckrakers 
171. Women in reform movements 
172. Plessy v. Ferguson 
173. Jim Crow laws 
174. NAACP 
175. Progressive legislative action 
176. 17th Amendment 
177. Initiative, Referendum, Recall 
178. Conservation Movement 
 
Standard 14 
179. Spanish-American War 
180. Philippine-American War 
181. Debate over American 

imperialism 
182. Latin America 
183. Roosevelt Corollary 
184. Panama Canal 
 
Unit 6 
Standard 15 
185. World War I 
186. Neutrality 
187. Engagement 
188. Unrestricted submarine warfare 
189. Zimmerman Telegram 
190. Domestic 
191. Great Migration 
192. Espionage Act 
193. Socialist 
194. Eugene Debs 
195. Wilson’s Fourteen Points 
196. League of Nations 
 
Standard 16 
197. Shared national identity 
198. Communism 
199. Socialism 
200. Red Scare 
201. Immigrant Restriction 
202. 18th Amendment 
203. 19th Amendment 
204. Mass production 
205. Advertising 
206. Consumerism 
207. Henry Ford 
208. Automobile 

209. Radio 
210. Movies 
211. National culture 
212. Cultural expression 
213. Jazz 
214. Harlem Renaissance 
 
Standard 17 
215. Great Depression 
216. Overproduction 
217. Underconsumption 
218. Stock market speculation 
219. Stock Market Crash of 1929 
220. Dust Bowl 
221. Migration 
222. Unemployment 
223. Hoovervilles 
 
Standard 18 
224. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
225. New Deal 
226. Relief, Recovery, Reform 
227. 2nd New Deal 
228. Social Security Act 
229. Eleanor Roosevelt 
230. First Lady 
 
Unit 7 
Standard 19 
231. World War II 
232. Growth of Federal Government 
233. Lend-Lease Act 
234. Pearl Harbor 
235. Pacific Theater 
236. Battle of Midway 
237. Manhattan Project 
238. Atomic Bombs 
239. European Theater 
240. D-Day 
241. Fall of Berlin 
242. Domestic impact 
243. War mobilization 
244. Rationing 
245. Wartime conversion 
246. Executive powers 
247. Integration of defense  
248. Interment camps 
 
Standard 20 
249. Cold War 
250. Containment 
251. Marshall Plan 
252. Truman Doctrine 
253. Korean War 
254. G.I. Bill 
255. Truman’s integration policies 
256. McCarthyism 
257. National Interstate Def Hwy Act 
258. Brown v. Board of Education 
259. Sputnik 

 
 

Standard 21 
260. U.S. relations w/ Cuba 
261. Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 
262. Vietnam War 
263. John F. Kennedy 
264. Civil Rights Legislation 
265. Lyndon Johnson 
266. Great Society 
267. Television 
268. Kennedy/Nixon Debates 
269. Moon landing 
270. Martin Luther King Jr. 
271. Letter from Birmingham Jail 
272. I Have a Dream Speech 
273. Cesar Chavez 
274. 1968 
275. Robert F. Kennedy 
276. Tet Offensive 
277. Election of 1968 
 
Unit 8 
Standard 22 
278. Richard Nixon 
279. China 
280. Removal from Vietnam 
281. War Powers Act 
282. Watergate Scandal 
283. Nixon’s Resignation 
284. Gerald Ford 
285. Jimmy Carter 
286. Camp David Accords 
287. Egypt and Israel 
288. Iranian Revolution 
289. Iranian Hostage Crisis 
 
Standard 23 
290. Ronald Reagan 
291. Reaganomics 
292. George H.W. Bush 
293. Collapse of Soviet Union 
294. Bill Clinton 
295. Impeachment 
296. George Bush 
297. September 11, 2001 
298. War on Terror 
299. Barack Obama 
300. Election of 2008 
301. Personal computer 
302. Internet 
303. Social Media 


